The epilogue also maintains that the blurring of private and public economies implicit in the New Deal characterizes ideas concerning postmodern government and society.
For Franklin Roosevelt politics is an art realized on a canvas of social work. "It was Roosevelt, " says David Von Drehle, "who brought urban liberalism to its full powers, redefining the federal government as the protector of the people, not just abroad but at home, at work, in sickness, in poverty, and in old-age. He called this the New Deal. "
1 Even during wartime Perkins observes post-New Deal values in FDR's work process approximating conferencing and other social work skills.
Perkins describes Roosevelt after the attack on Pearl Harbor as "sober, sincere, frank, simple, and touched with humility . . . and a sense of human decency. " FDR "appeal[s for the White House staff and cabinet] to work together in a common cause and cancel old scores" providing "such a contrast to the screaming, arrogant, aggressive leadership of the dictators who were our enemies that its effect was immediate. " 2 For Perkins, this "leadership of the highest kind" is a culmination of social work as government that underscores "human decency" and "common cause. 
